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PREFACE

This manuseript is the product of a series of tape-recorded
interviews conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program

of Foundation for Lranian Studied by Mahnaz Afkhami with
Rostam Sarfeh in Orange County, California, in June 24, 1986,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that

it is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer,
narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversation~
al style that is inherent in such historiecal sources. Foundation
for Iranian Studies 1s not responsible for the factual accuracy

of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein,.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Found-
ation for Iranian Studies} and further, this meénoir must be

read din such palce as {s made availlable for purposes of research
by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the

memoir either in whole or in part may be made by microphoto,
typewriter, photostat, or any other device,
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BIOGRAPHICAL, NOTE

Rostam Sarfeh was born dn 1907 in Yazd, Iran to a Zoroastrian
family. He recelved his early education in Yazd, and subsequently
left Iran to study Medicine at the American University of Belrut.
Upon hils return to Iran, Dr. Sarfeh joined the NIDG, and helped to
organize the Comapany's health facilities and services in Khuzestan.
In conjunction with his Medlcal career, Dr. Sarfeh also was

active in the Zoroastrian community, and published a cultural
magazine for Zoroastrians which was in print until 1979.

Dr. Sarfeh's reminiscences are replete with interesting informa-
tion about the Zoroastrian community of Iran, and the changes
which it has undergone over the years, Moreover, Dr. Sarfeh

has much to offer in way of elucidating the working of the
Iranian bureaucracy as he was a part of at the NIOC.
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National Iranian 0il Company
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Nozari, General,
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Riyahi, General Taqi,
Shahrokh, Arbab Keykhosrow,
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